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A FAMILY from Edgware is 
calling on the community to
help pay for a desperately ill
two-month old Ukrainian child
to fly out to Vienna for life-sav-
ing treatment. 

Ilana Ruslanivny is in a critical
condition on life support in a 
hospital in Ukraine, with a 
number of life-threatening con-
ditions, including hypoxic and 
toxic encephalopathy. Doctors 
there say they do not have the 
resources to save her life. 

Nikki and Jason Bennett’s 
efforts to help her are being led
through Evolve, a charity they
set up after their daughter
Dawn was twinned with girls in
Belarus as part of her batmitz-
vah year in 2012.  

“Through Jewish Childs Day,
she was twinned with two girls in
Belarus,” says Nikki. “We went
out to meet them in their homes
and were humbled. It showed
how much we take for granted.
We felt compelled to give some-

thing back and setting up the
charity was a perfect platform.”  

Community leaders in
Mukachevo, a south-west city
near the Carpathian Mountains,
have asked the London family to
help raise the money to pay for
Ilana to reach Vienna and get
her the medical treatment.

Jason explains: “When asked
to help a helpless baby like Ilana,
it was a simple decision to say
yes.”

By Monday, they had raised
£500 of the £10,000 needed, and
asked the community to dig
deep.

“Ilana has to be transported
600km to a hospital in Vienna for
the care and treatment that she
desperately needs,” Nikki adds. 

“Her medical condition is pre-
carious, her organs are in failure
and she desperately needs sup-
port from a team of experienced
clinicians.” 

Dawn said: “I have seen my
cousin grow to the healthy three-

year-old he is today; we need to
help Ilana so her parents can see
her grow and develop.”

Baby Ilana needs further 
investigation with high tech
modern medical equipment,
which is available to her in Aus-
tria at a cost of €900 (£738) a
day. 

• Donations can be made via:
www.evolve-community.org

Two-month-old Ilana is critically ill
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 HUNDREDS  
OF GENERATIONS WROTE         
   THE JEWISH STORY.     
 NOW IT’S OUR TURN.

After 2,000 years of longing, we have a Jewish 
national home in the land of Israel. And we, who 
are privileged to be alive at this time, have the 
chance to help transform tens of thousands 
of young lives in Israel, and to inspire a new 
generation in the UK to strengthen their Jewish 
identity, with Israel at its core. 

Even after you die, you can continue to make your 
mark on the Jewish story, through a Legacy to 
UJIA. It is also the most tax-efficient way to give 
to charity. And Harvey Bratt can give you expert 
advice on Will drafting, tax planning and all Legacy-
related matters. This service is free* if you leave a 
Legacy to UJIA.

Harvey Bratt is one of the community’s most 
experienced Jewish solicitors. If you wish to  
meet or receive our legacy brochure, or have  
any questions please call him on 020 7424 6431 
or email harvey.bratt@ujia.org

For full UJIA definitions, please visit www.ujia.org/definitions *Subject to terms and conditions. UJIA Legacy Services 
Ltd. is registered in England No. 8005139. United Jewish Israel Appeal is a registered charity in England and Wales 
No. 1060078 and in Scotland No. Sc 039181. A company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No. 3295115. 
Registered office: 37 Kentish Town Road, London NW1 8NX.

www.ujia.org

A member of  
Jewish Legacy

‘Help us to save Ilana’s life’

“YOU’RE NOT Jewish?” a lady on my bus asked
me incredulously. “So why are you here?”

I was in Poland for March of the Living last
week, the annual gathering of some 11,000 Jews
(and a smaller number of non-Jews) who march
defiantly from Auschwitz to Birkenau in remem-
brance of the Shoah. Together with 204 British
Jewish students and seven Holocaust survivors,
I’d visited sites of murder in its coldest form.

Which was why everyone seemed surprised
I’d come – why bother learning about sickening
human evil that didn’t directly affect me? This
seems as logical as saying: Don’t worry about
your neighbour’s house burning down – at least
it wasn’t yours.

This was an important journey in Jewish her-
itage and identity which, of course, had a deeper
personal resonance for my Jewish travel compan-
ions. For some survivors, the ghosts of 70 years
of silence were buried; for others, family sur-
names were traced in the huge book of the dead.

As a non-Jew, going on March of the Living
with more than 200 Jewish people taught me
more about Jewish history and culture than any-
thing else in my 26 years. While I’d prepared for
harrowing days, I hadn’t reckoned on experienc-
ing such a powerful message of life and hope.

We visited synagogues, from the Baroque syn-
agogue in Lancut to the Moorish-inspired Tempel
synagogue in Krakow. Standing in a gallery be-
neath the densely adorned ceiling, this was my
first experience of a Jewish place of worship and I
was fascinated by the joyful singing and clapping. 

I spoke to Jews of all ages and backgrounds,
Shoah survivors and students from across the re-
ligious and political spectrum. Not only did I learn
about the richness and diversity of Jewish life 
destroyed in the Shoah, but I began to under-

stand the complexity of the Jewish diaspora and
the importance of Israel for Jews. Only by engag-
ing with Jews, did I really begin to comprehend
the severe realities of anti-Semitism and the
broader issues faced by Jewish people today.

Thanks to government funding, the Holocaust
Educational Trust does great work in bringing
British teenagers to visit Auschwitz – 21,000 stu-
dents and teachers over the past 14 years. Holo-
caust educator Clive Lawton told me that four
out of the five trips he’s led to Auschwitz have
been with non-Jewish people. But he echoed
my point, saying: “Integrating non-Jews into the
Jewish experience is a very different thing.”

Among our group were inspiring individuals
who are living proof that non-Jews do care
about Jewish issues. Aneesa Riffat, 35, works
full-time at Beth Shalom, the UK’s National
Holocaust Centre. She is Muslim.

“The Holocaust is a human issue first and fore-
most. It’s everybody’s responsibility to remember
it,” she said. “I would absolutely love to see more
non-Jewish people here. If I approached family
and friends, I think their first response would be:
‘It’s got nothing to do with me.’ But if I talked to
them about my experiences, I’m certain they’d be
interested. There are prominent Muslim leaders
in Britain who could do something about this.”

It’s vital more young people from all backgrounds
take part. The Shoah was built on brutal racism, so
if we’re to achieve the goal of ‘Never again’, divides
must be broken down so the message of under-
standing reaches those most deaf to it.

Esther Renee Selman, 25, first visited Auschwitz
aged 17. She was so moved by the story of camp
survivor Arek Hersh that she decided to do a Mas-
ters in Holocaust studies, which she will begin at
Israel’s Haifa University later this year. “If we see
the Holocaust through the boundaries of Jewish
and non-Jewish, that’s a problem because it could
happen again”, she said. “This tragedy happened
to the whole world – we all need to learn from it.”
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Jewish or not, this is a march for all


