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THE HEAD of Yom HaShoah
UK says the Jewish commu-
nity still has “a long way to
go” to engage future gen-
erations in Holocaust re-
membrance, as some 700
people attended the Hyde
Park service on Sunday.

Neil Martin was speaking
after the central London
event, which featured
speakers including the
Chief Rabbi, the Israeli am-
bassador, senior communal
figures and Mick Davis,
head of Downing Street’s
Holocaust Commission.

“The message from
everyone was that we’ve
reached a tipping point,”
said Martin. “We’re moving
from a period of living his-
tory to one of memory, and
we need to carry that re-
membrance flame forward
through to the next genera-
tion.”

Writing in last week’s
Jewish News, Martin ar-
gued that commemoration
had now grown “stale” in
the UK.

“People just think it is
being taken care of, that it’s
covered,” he wrote. “There
are some great events tak-
ing place all over the UK,
serving those who attend,
but what about those you
don’t take part? What are
we doing to get them in-
volved?”

The use of innovative
techniques and technolo-
gies could improve things,
he said, adding that he’d
noticed more young people
at this year’s events. But
Martin acknowledged that
“there is still a lot more that
needs to be done”.

Speaking about the op-
tion of a wide-ranging re-
view into the way the British
Jewish community engages
in year-round education, he
said: “Yom HaShoah should
be the pinnacle, a day that
we build up to. 

“It’s great that Mick Davis
is leading on the govern-
ment’s Holocaust Commis-
sion, but perhaps we need
our own.”

Memorial march
held at ‘Hungary’s
largest cemetery’

HUNGARY’S PRESIDENT addressed more than
11,000 March of the Living participants at
Auschwitz on Sunday.

As well as marking Yom HaShoah, this year’s
ceremony honoured the 70th anniversary of the
destruction of Hungarian Jewry. The Nazis mur-
dered an estimated 500,000 Hungarian Jews in
the last year of the war – three quarters of the
country’s Jewish population – a vast number of
which were sent to Auschwitz.

In a moving speech, Janos Ader described the
concentration camp as “Hungary’s largest ceme-
tery”. He also reflected on how his country had
not only failed to reject the Nazis “evil scheme”,
but was ready to assist it. “Those that humiliated
our Jewish compatriots and sent them to their
death also humiliated the Hungarian nation,” he
emphasised. “There is no forgiveness for a state
turning against its own citizens.” 

Representatives of 54 countries participated in
the three-kilometre march from Auschwitz to
Birkenau, including delegations from Brazil,
Poland, Australia, Germany and South Africa.

A group of 204 young British Jews attended
from the UK, in a week-long visit that included
visits to the ghettos and camps surrounding War-
saw and Krakow, as well as tours of Poland’s rich
Jewish heritage. Seven Holocaust survivors ac-
companied the UK group.

Hungarian survivor Ivor Perl returned to
Auschwitz with the UK delegation for the first

time since he was led on a death march in 1944,
aged 12. He said of the ceremony, “It was very
fitting and satisfying. I feel as if I have been re-
born – a weight has been lifted off my shoulders.”

Organised by March of the Living UK, the
British delegation included members from
across the spectrum of UK Jewish youth organ-
isations, including the FZY, BBYO, RSY-Netzer,
LJY-Netzer, Habonim and Tzofim.

Scott Saunders, who founded the UK’s March
of the Living UK group in 2010 said, “It’s very im-
portant for all young people to come here, to visit
sites which are rich with Jewish history, not just
death camps. It’s a message of how strong com-
munities were, and how strong we need to keep
them. You can’t just read it in a history book.”

Sarah Grabiner, 22, a movement worker for
RSY-Netzer said, “Learning about the Holo-
caust with amazing educators has really in-
spired us all to learn from this experience and
the events of history. We’re so committed to
never letting this memory be forgotten.”

Since the March of the Living’s foundation in
1988, some 200,000 young Jews have marched
from Auschwitz to Birkenau in honour of the vic-
tims. Abby-Jo Sheldon, 21, a fieldworker for
Habonim Dror, said: “A lot of Holocaust educa-
tion is about making you feel sad. This trip has
raised hard questions, but the focus for the
youth movements has been on to use this ex-
perience to help society. Genocide is still going
on, so we need education like this to make peo-
ple more aware and proactive.”

Eylon Aslan-Levy, a student at Cambridge Uni-
versity added: “It’s a profoundly moving expe-
rience to see a place so synonymous with death
heaving with life and Jewish groups committed
to continuing our tradition and heritage.”
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