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Shocking new figures show anti-Semitism 
hit an all-time high during the Gaza conflict
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THE FATHER of murdered 
journalist Daniel Pearl yester-
day expressed his “deep 
condolences” to the family of
Steven Joel Sotloff, the Ameri-
can-Jewish reporter beheaded
by Islamic State extremists.

The terrorist group, which has
claimed wide swathes of terri-
tory across Syria and Iraq and 
declared a caliphate, posted a
video online on Tuesday show-
ing the murder of the 31-year-
old, who held joint US and
Israeli citizenship. He went miss-
ing in Syria last year.

In the video, the group said his

killing was retribution for contin-
ued US air strikes against its fight-
ers in Iraq. IS killed US journalist
James Foley two weeks ago in
the same way and has threat-
ened to kill another hostage.

Judea Pearl told Jewish

News, “We know too well the
pain of such horrific loss. Once
again the world has seen the
horror of terrorism in action.”

Sotloff’s family was advised to
obscure all evidence of their
Jewish identity after he was cap-
tured in northern Syria in August
2013. The fear was that he could
be subject to additional torture
should his captors discover his
religion.

It has now emerged that Sot-
loff had dual Israeli-US citizenship
and is thought to have success-

fully concealed his identity from
his captors, even when fasting for
Yom Kippur. According to an 
interview in Yedioth Ahronoth

with another IS prisoner who be-
friended him in captivity, Sotloff
feigned sickness to avoid eating.

“He told them he was sick and
didn’t want to eat, even though
we were served eggs that day,”
the friend said. “He used to pray
secretly in the direction of
Jerusalem. He would see in
which direction (his Muslim cap-
tors) were praying and then 
adjust the angle.”

Oren Kessler, an Israeli journal-
ist who had corresponded with
Sotloff online, also told the Israeli
newspaper that Sotloff hid his
Jewish identity from locals, say-
ing instead he had been raised a
secular Muslim and occasionally
used the false name Chechen.

The extent to which Sotloff’s
Jewish identity was covered up
has been revealed in details that
have emerged since his horrific
murder. He was the son of Art
and Shirley, the daughter of two
Holocaust survivors, who has
worked for 20 years at the nurs-
ery school of Miami’s Temple
Beth Am Reform synagogue.

Sotloff attended the syna-
gogue’s primary school and
later went on to work there him-
self. His schoolfriend Danielle
Berrin has spoken of her dismay
at finding his Facebook profile
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Two former Board
Presidents call on
Wineman to resign
TWO FORMER presidents of the
Board of Deputies have called on the
current incumbent to resign amid a bit-
ter backlash over its joint statement
with the Muslim Council of Britain and
claims that the organisation failed to
do enough in response to the recent
Gaza conflict, writes Justin Cohen. 

The two bodies last week released
their first statement together on the
Middle East and the impact of the crisis
here, with both condemning anti-Semi-
tism and Islamophobia and stressing
the need to “export peace” rather than
“import conflict”. While some rounded
on the Board for engaging in such an
initiative with an organisation from
which it previously severed relations
over its boycott of Holocaust Memorial
Day, criticism focused on the inclusion
of a line describing the targeting of
civilians as “completely unacceptable
and against our religious traditions”. 

While many would have seen this as
thinly-veiled condemnation of Hamas,
the MCB insisted it took the line to
refer to both sides in the conflict.

Now pressure on Vivian Wineman has
been ratcheted up with a resolution ini-
tiated by former vice-president Jerry
Lewis – with the support of past presi-
dents Lionel Kopelowitz and Eldred 
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Rallying the community
Thousands of people attended a rally outside the Royal Courts
of Justice on Sunday to demonstrate against anti-Semitism. 
The event, media partnered by Jewish News, was organised by
grassroots group Campaign Against Antisemitism. See page 4
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From left: Steven Sotloff is paraded on camera; Daniel Pearl in 2002
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